
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Newsletter - November 29, 2015 

Advent Week 1 

Warwick 
Weekly 

The Most Wonderful Time is Just Around 
the Corner . . . 

 

Advent, a season of preparation for Christmas begins today. 
Our December Message Series is called ‘Checking, Decking 
& Dashing: A Guide to Doing Christmas with Peace, Love & 
Joy’. Each service will hold special meaning - 8:30, 9:00, 
and 11:15 am.  

 

        We’ll be ‘Checking to Find Peace’ today,  
        ‘Decking with Love’ on 12/6 and  
        ‘Dashing to Spread Joy on the 12/13.   
         Then on the Sunday before Christmas, 12/20, the   
         excitement builds with Sunday of Musical Celebration 
         with special performances at all services.   

 

Added this year is an opportunity to refocus with special 
30 minute services to rest, pray and share communion on 
the first three Tuesdays at 6:30pm - 7pm.  Join us this 
Tuesday in the Sanctuary. 

 

On the 4th Tuesday, December 22 at 6:30pm, we will have a 
Longest Night Service (sometimes known as ‘Blue 
Christmas’), offering help and hope to people who are 
dealing with loss and stress in this season.  

 

On the 24th, we will be looking up to find the true meaning 
of Christmas at three great Christmas Eve Services: 
5pm Lampstand Service (casual, family friendly) 

 

8:30pm Celebration with 
Christmas Stories & Songs  
(a great tradition) 

 

11pm Comfort and Joy 
Service (Prayerful service with 
candles & communion) 

 

Please mark your calendars and 
invite friends to our amazing 
Season of Christmas this year! 

Look In The Right  

Direction This  

Christmas 

Our Annual Cookie Walk and Bazaar 
 

Saturday, December 5               
9:00 am to 2:00 pm  

 

What a wonderful way to help you get ready  
for Christmas with decorations, gifts, peanuts, cards, and 

thousands of cookies! 

 

As in past years, all members and friends of Warwick  
Memorial will be asked to help bake thousands of  

homemade Christmas cookies. So when someone from 
your church calls to ask for your help, please say “yes”! 

 

Many people are needed to help with this huge event  
as hundreds of guests and friends from the community 

come through our doors! 

 

Please consider volunteering some time to help out…. 
you may volunteer on the sign-up sheets in the hallways  

and in adult Sunday School Classes. 
(see insert for more details) 

 

And last but not least - Invite a friend! 

  

Questions: Call Marsha Six (874-3071) or 
Sharon Blake (874-8439) 

 



Children and Youth Groups:   
Meet Sundays at 5:45pm to 7:30pm   
 The JAM Time kids (3, 4 and 5 year olds)  
 will meet in the Fellowship Hall 
 Contact Bonnie Turner at 877-0551 or  
              bturner113@verizon.net for more information.   
 The M&M’s (1st to 5th grade) will meet in 
 the Fellowship Hall 
 Contact Sharon Ellis at 872-8495 or  
              cutygrgal@yahoo.com for more information, 
 The Youth (6th to 12th grade) will meet in 
 the youth room 
 Contact John Evans at 877-5905 or  
             john_evans@verizon.net for more information. 

 

Dinner is provided for each group.  No pre-signup needed..   

 

Enter through the educational hallway each Sunday! 
 
Please note that during the holiday season the  
fellowship times will change due to other events, such 
as Christmas caroling, etc.  Please feel free to call the  
contact person for each group for specific dates and times 
of events and check our website calendar. 

Activities for Our Children and  
Youth . . .  Please feel free to invite all kids  

preschool to grade 12 - all are welcome! 

Page 2 

You Are Invited To Watch Our Children 
Perform “The Backwards Christmas  
Pageant”  Next Sunday, December 6th at 5pm in 
the Celebration Center, followed by dinner together 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring your family and 
friends to see our children participate in this fun  
annual activity.  Dinner will be a pot-luck, please 
bring a dish to share. 
 
Note for parents - no rehearsal this week.  Dress 
rehearsal is next Saturday, December 5th for ALL 
children beginning at 4pm.   
 
 

Children’s Christmas Craft Workshop:  
All children preschool to 5th grade are invited to 
attend and make “gifts” for 
Christmas.  Snacks and 
lunch will be provided.   
Saturday, December 12th 
         10am to 4pm 
       Fellowship Hall 
 
This is a great time for  
children and it gives parents 
a chance to do holiday  
preparations. 

Our infant and toddler nursery 
is open for your little ones  
during all 3 services and  
Sunday School.  Please ask an 
Usher for directions to the 
nursery. 

Let Me Take A Selfie . . . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why is Pastor Gina Looking Up in this 
Photo? 

 

Read the posters around the church!  We are asking 
people to “Look in the Right Direction This  
Christmas” and join us as we look to God for his 
amazing gift in Jesus Christ.  Pastor Gina is pictured 
here in a selfie shot she plans to share via social  
media to invite others to WMUMC this Advent  
Season. 
 

Did you know that a majority of people in our area 
will be thinking of attending church somewhere this 
Christmas?  Yes, research continues to show that  
people have a desire to celebrate Christmas at some 
point in the Season in connection to a church.  Did 
you also know that most people that come to church 
come by personal invite?  They do! 

 

Who needs your invite this year? 

 

Invite someone to a special service and/or event this 
Season.   
 

Use your Facebook to invite lots of folks by taking a 
looking upward selfie and explaining it with the 
hashtag #LookingForChristmasWMUMC.  Selfie 
postors are located near the youth room, the  
Fellowship Hall wall, the nursery and by the library. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Fundraisers 
Brunswick Stew:  Look for insert to order your Brunswick Stew which will be made fresh on December 6th and 
available for pick up after Sunday School or after the 11:15 service.  WMUMC is sending a team to the Red Bird Mission  
in Kentucky from July 31st to August 6th.  All proceeds from the stew fundraiser will go toward the costs of the trip. 

 
Soup For Cookie Walk and Bazaar:  Donate your homemade soup for the fundraiser lunch during the Cookie 
Walk/Bazaar.  Signup on the bulletin boards by the choir room and the Sunday school office, or outside the Celebration 
Center.  Please bring your soup the day before or the morning of Saturday 12/5/15 and place it in the refrigerator of the  
Celebration Center kitchen labeled with the date and SHN.  Proceeds from the lunch sale will go to benefit our next Stop 
Hunger Now event in January. 
 

Our Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings Will Help Renew 
Hope in Sierra Leone 

 
Thank you for those who have already given to our Thanksgiving special offering.  
Last Sunday we collected $1,029.00. 

 

United Methodists in Sierra Leone held thanksgiving services and joined in  

celebrations tinged with sadness and caution as the World Health Organization      
declared the end of the Ebola outbreak in that country after no new cases were        
reported in the country for 42 days.  However, there is still a great deal of work to do  
as people and communities try to put their lives back together.  As we did last year,   
Warwick Memorial will partner with our Missionary, Rev. Nancy Robinson, and 
the United Methodist Church in Sierra Leone to help pastors and community leaders 
bring hope and grace back to broken lives.  Our 2015 Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Special Offerings will go to Pastor and Lay Leadership Renewal in the wake of Ebola.  

 

Nancy writes, “I see despair and fatigue and a need for encouragement, refreshment 
and hope all around even with the lifting of the quarantine.  Weariness.” Many leaders 
don’t receive salaries and depend on their small congregations for basic needs. She 
notes, “in a time when the economy has spiraled out of sight and corruption is rampant,  
the poor are the ones who get trampled. Hunger has been huge and will slowly subside 
as people are able to move around freely and resume work in their farm plots.   

The  pastors hold leadership responsibilities in their communities, not just as worship 
leaders, but as community and school leaders.” 

 

These leaders and their communities need your help. Please pray about this and       
consider how you can make a difference through a partnership with these pastors      
and community leaders.  Your gifts are tax deductible as with your other                  
contributions.  Thank you and may you all be richly blessed during the holidays and 
beyond. 

 

You can donate by using your Thanksgiving/Christmas envelopes from your  

offering box or mark your check “Christmas Offering/Ebola.” Page 3 

Your Help Is Needed For PORT 
(People Offering Resources Together) 

 

PORT is a program in our area that works with partner churches to offer overnight shelter and food to homeless 
men, women and children during the winter months from November through March. 

 

WMUMC will host PORT 
December 9th -16th  

 

Please give Jim King, facility manager, a call this coming week at 877-2270 if you have an interest to serve. 
Don't delay and miss out on a blessing to service those in need at this time of the year.  Many different areas of need are available. 

 

"Come one, Come all and get your Blessing. It will cost you nothing but of your time" 
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Stewardship Pledge Update:  Thank you to everyone 
who has pledged so far toward our 2016 Operating budget for 
the church ministries.  We received 136 pledges totaling 
$442,912, but we are still short our leadership team’s projected 
goal.  Please consider returning your pledge card today or by 
the end of November if you have not 
already done so.  You can simply 
place it in the offering plate today or 
send it to our church office.   

 

Let’s continue working toward a 
mighty ripple effect for the Kingdom 
of God in 2016!  Pledge cards are 
available on the welcome tables in 
the Narthex and the Gathering Area.   

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Give a meaningful gift this holiday season.  

Donate blood. 

 

Patrick Henry mall Blood Drive 

Sponsored by Aaron Klimchock for his  

Eagle Scout Project, Troop 6 

 

Saturday, December 5th, 9am to 2pm. 

 

Help for Beth Welch's Bone Marrow Transplant 
Recovery:  Beth, Mary Randolph's daughter who grew up and 
was married at Warwick Memorial, is having a bone marrow 
transplant. She is facing six months or longer out of work and lots 
of medical expenses. She enters VCU hospital Richmond on  
November 30 for one month.  She will then transfer to the critical 
unit of The Doorways Hospitality House in Richmond for 90 
days at the cost of $50 a day with an additional $15 a day  
donation fee. She will have a required 24/7 family member care-
giver who will prepare her meals, do laundry and handle other 
daily activities.   
 
Beth, along with her husband Daryl and their two sons (John   
Russell and Zachary) live in Hampton. Her sister Rebecca      
Pomykala, is the bone marrow donor. This is her second time as a 
donor.  She successfully donated a kidney to a friend in 2011. 
Rebecca currently resides in Washington DC. 
 
With the family concerns in mind, the pastors and church leaders 
have set up a  "K-Account" for giving to the Welch family from 
our church family.  Your help with these extra expenses the 
Welch family faces is greatly appreciated.  
 
To give to the WMUMC account for the Welch’s, make your 
check payable to WMUMC and write Welch Family Fund in the 
memo line.  Giving may come through the mail to:  WMUMC, 
38 Hoopes Road, Newport News, 23602 or in the offering plate  
at any service. 

 

Giving Tuesday,  
December 1st:  On  
November 15th we kicked  
off our "Giving Tuesday" 
drive for the food pantry at 
THRIVE Peninsula, as part  
of our partnership in their 
working with families in need 
in our community. At this 
time of year, the demand is 
great and their shelves get bare. Our goal is 800 filled food bags 
by next Sunday, Dec. 6th. 

 

In this season of feasting, let's make sure our neighbors have 
enough food! 

 

Remember the joy of all the bags last year? Let's do it the same 
way or better this year! 

 

The idea is to take one of our nifty bags to a friend or neighbor 
and invite them to be part of making a difference by putting non-
perishable food items in the bag. Offer to pick it up from them, 
and Giving Tuesday makes a great day to do it. We will collect 
and bless these bags, hopefully 800 of them, at worship on 
12/6/215. Just bring them with you. (If you need to bring them to 
the church on Thursday and Friday, December 3rd and 4th, that 
will be fine, too.) 

 

We have bags, so if you would like to get more neighbors, 
friends, co-workers in on helping folks in this season of feasting, 
come by the church and get more bags! We will have them  
available this Sunday, too, for worship! Or, you can use a simple 
paper shopping bag.  

 

#givingtuesday - Make a difference! 

 

Learn about Thrive at: http://thrivepeninsula.org/ 

Friends of Barnabas Needs Medical      
Personnel (RN’s, NP’s, PA’s, MD’s) to      

complete a Friends of Barnabas Medical Mission Team        
February 6-14, 2016. Participants from Harmony UMC in 
Hamilton, VA and elsewhere will be providing medical,       
dental, and eye care to five mountain villages in Central     
Honduras. A few non-medical slots are also open. Those     
interested in this exciting opportunity for ministry should    
contact co-leader Charles Hunt (804-744-4386) immediately. 
This experience will be life changing for you as well as those 
you serve.   



What’s Happening At WMUMC 

Today 
1st Sunday in Advent 

8:30am Sanctuary Service 
9:00am The Lampstand Service (CC) 

11:15am Sanctuary Service 
5pm NO Youth Choir/Bells Rehearsal 

5:30pm & 8pm AA (Rm 20) 
5:45pm NO Jam Time Kids & M&M’s  

5:45 pm NO Youth Fellowship 
  

Monday 11.30 
Cookie Walk Prep 

10am PAA 
6pm AAU Basketball (CC) 

6:30pm Scouts 
7:00pm NO Praise Choir Rehearsal 

 
  

Tuesday 12.1 
Cookie Walk Prep 

9:30am Craft Workshop (FH) 
10am NO Dayna Tyson Circle 

10am PAA 
6pm Upward Practice (CC) 

6:30pm Weekly Refocus Service (Sanctuary) 
 7pm Brothers of Christ (Rm 28) 
7pm Men’s Fraternity (Rm 10) 

7:30pm Gloria Dei Ringers Rehearsal 
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20) 

  

Wednesday 12.2 
Cookie Walk Prep 

9am TOPS (Rm 10) 
4:15pm Cherub Choir 
4:45pm Junior Choir 

5:25pm Jubilate Ringers Rehearsal 
6pm Upward Practice 

7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC) 
7pm Praise Choir Rehearsal 

7:20pm Praise & Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm Peninsula Amateur Radio Club (FH) 

8:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20) 

  

Thursday 12.3 
Cookie Walk prep 

10am PAA 
6:30pm Cub Scout Leaders Meeting (Rm 16) 

7pm NO Barbara Liddick Circle (Dec. 10) 
  

Friday 12.4 
Cookie Walk Prep 

Cookie Walk/Bazaar Setup (CC) 
2:30pm Bulletin Stuffing (library) 

 

Saturday 12.5 
9am Cookie Walk and Bazaar (CC) 

6pm  AA (Rm 20) 

 

Previous weeks copies of the Warwick Weekly are  
available on our website www.wmumc.org and in the 

Church Office.  If you missed a week, please stop by and 
pick one up.   
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Advent Bible Study 5 Week Course:  Join us 

for this year’s Advent study “Sent” by Jorge Acevedo.  We 
began last week, but there is still room for you to join us at 
5:30pm in Room 10. The class is being  led by Pastors Gina & 
Bert, Peggy Langille, Gerry Mingee & Jim Rogers.  

 

God sent Christ into the world as our Savior. That’s what 
Christmas is all about. In turn, Christ sends us into the world. 
But do we really understand how, where, and why we are sent? 
This five-week, church wide Advent study challenges us 
through story, art, and Bible study to discover what it means to 
be Christ’s hands, feet, head, and heart. 

 

This study is appropriate for adults and youth.  

 

This Advent study begins on November 22nd and goes through 
December 20th.  Childcare will also be available if needed.  
Cost for materials is $12. 

 

Family Faith Sunday School Class Begins Advent 
Series: Beginning last Sunday, the Family Faith Class  
began Awaiting the Already: An Advent Journey Through the 
Gospels by Magrey R. deVega . This book takes a tour through 
the four Gospel narratives that announce Christ’s birth or make 
way for His ministry. Readers will discover what parts of the 
Christmas story come from which Gospel, recognizing an  
invitation from each Gospel writer to prepare for a fresh  
experience of Christ in the past and the future.   
All are welcome to join us for the study! 

http://www.wmumc.org


Prayers for November 29, 2015 

 

Please contact the church office with concerns so the Pastors 
can be notified.  Please let us know if you would like for the 
concern to be on the church email prayer list also.  

 

We pray for those in the hospital or care facility: 
Fran Shaffer (Mennowood), Ginny Masters, Jane 
Guthrie (St. Francis), Louise Ivey (York Convalescent 
Center), Ann Woodward (Chambrell) 
 

We pray for those who are at home: Marguerite 
Proffitt, Jane Goetz, Chris Ployd, Jewel Stalnaker,  
Julia Frank, Kathy Young, Walt Wilkerson, Beverly 
Mayeaux, Christina Tanner, Bob Warthan, Ruth 
McGhee, Bertam Ellett, Sharon Flick, Helen Brady, 
Betty Potter, Bobby Minetree, Sharon Davenport, Carol 
Lett, Beth Cumming, Steve Crossett, Cathy Osborne, 
Sonny Wood, Joe Young, Lynn Stockberger, Nicole 
Boone, Jimmy Carter, Jan Mason, Abby Jones 
 
 

All Those Who Are Deployed: Steve Parker, Josh 
Millner, & Joshua Evans.  
 

 
Births:  Logan Reed Sency Crispens, born November 
10, 2015.  Parents Robert Crispens and Lauren Sency, 
grandparents Susan and Frank Crispens. 

Daily Prayer Cycle . . . Please use the Daily Prayer Cycle, 
copies are available in the  Narthex and on the Welcome 
stand in the Gathering Area. We would like you to use this 
each week to pray for your community, leaders, pastors, 
friends and family.  Use this as a guide to help you on your 
prayer journey.  A downloadable copy can also be found on 
our website, www.wmumc.org 

Household Prayers for the Week  
 

Morning 
With thankful hearts we pause this day to be reminded of our 
grandest hope: that the calamities, the demands, even the 
blessings of this world do not have the last word. 
You are the one who was and is, and who is yet to come— 
a ruler of a different kind. 
Open our hearts to the comfort, the challenge 
and the mystery of this good news. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your faithful witness, 
we pray. Amen. 
 

 
Evening 
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the 
fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those 
who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of 
your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the 
relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Last Week’s Numbers 

 

Attendance 11/22/15: 
8:30am - 86 
9:00am - 105 
11:15am - 86 
Total Worship Attendance: 277 
Sunday School Attendance: 144 

Financial Peace University 

Course Starting January 10th 

Do you want to be a “debt free quarterback”?  Worried about Finances for 2016?  Need to learn how to budget?  Have 
you been seeking a way to better manage   finances, especially in light of the call of your faith? 

 

Then Financial Peace University is your answer. 
 

Join us on Sundays at 5:45pm beginning January 10th for this transformative 9 week course. 

 

To learn more and to register, visit our Facebook page to click on the registration link.  Visit our website or Facebook 
events page after December 1st to register by January 4th  (to allow time for  materials to arrive).  There is a fee for 
this course which includes all class materials!  Jim Corliss will be the class leader.  Children are invited to participate 
in our Children’s Fellowship programs during that time. 
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Save The Date 

Join us on January 2nd for a church wide retreat - 

“Gather Round”.  Led by our pastors,   

Rev. Bert Cloud and Rev. Gina Anderson-Could.  

Stay tuned for more details next week. 


